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[Abstract]

The Changes in Hong Kong Literature
and Its Meaning since the Return of

Hong Kong

Kim, Hye—-joon

Here I concentrate on the changes in Hong Kong Literature and
its meaning ever since the return of Hong Kong to Peoples
Republic of China in 1997. Furthermore, I take it into account
whether the position of Hong Kong literature will change with the
value of human-cultural network conception within the boundary of
Chinese literature.

From the time when the return of Hong Kong became visible in
early 1980s, Hong Kong literature has concurrently tried to explore
and pursue Hong Kong’s identity. After the return of Hong Kong,
the literature has internally impersonated what it seeks, and has
established Hong Kong’s identity by dealing with wide varieties of
the existing conditions in society. Increasingly the literary works
express 3% (The Lost of the City) and the feeling of alienation in
the modern big city. They depict various kinds of love whether
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heterosexual, intersexual, homosexual or bisexual in the modern big
city. On that account, it is quite a natural phenomenon that the
literature has come back to such subjects as the problems of social
status, women, post-colonialism and social interest. In short, it is a
remarkable change that Hong Kong literature not only gets a little
bit out of the restriction within its seeking and establishing of
Hong Kong’s identity, but that it also makes diverse experiments
when it comes to literary artistic quests.

Hong Kong literature has started just before the return of Hong
Kong and is still very prosperous in that there are so many
activities in literature associations, publications of literary books
and periodicals as well as literary awards and events. I assume
that such many facts are related to these circumstances as the
efforts of writers; hidden intentions of groups and parties; and
financial support from the Hong Kong government. However, the
social environment of Hong Kong literature is getting worse. The
condition of publishing business is also deteriorating, and some
literary bases like &I (Literary supplement) are collapsing
gradually. Even more, the internet literature, as a new attempt,
seemed to hit the peak once but soon went on the decline, and it
is getting harder to bring up its good writers. Looking superficially,
the literary activities seem very alive, but looking into its deep
side, it is getting worse as time goes by. I believe the return of
Hong Kong is considerably influencing both the superficial and the
deep sides.

After the return of Hong Kong, there has been a mutual
approach to the serious and popular literature. This may mean
that Hong Kong literature tacitly emphasizes its own difference

from the mainland Chinese literature. If one may say that the
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mainland Chinese literature has mainly developed only the serious
literature, then Hong Kong literature has developed two kinds of
literature together, one for expressing the modern sense and
another for the amusement of the city life. However, being an
unique way of Hong Kong literature, LML (column writing)
which makes the connection between the serious and popular
literature is fading gradually. Not only the very number of column
writing has relatively been reduced but the literariness of the
column writing has significantly been diminished.

It is true that after the return of Hong Kong, there has been an
increasing interest in Hong Kong literature as it was introduced
around the world. This makes Hong Kong literature earn two
recognitions: first, Hong Kong literature has its own characteristics
that distinguish itself from the mainland Chinese literature and
Taiwan literature: second, Hong Kong literature has gotten some
remarkable outcome and reached the level of the mainland Chinese
literature and Taiwan literature. Nevertheless, it is not very easy
to propagate Hong Kong literature to China, but on the contrary
the opposite direction is more active. It cannot be underestimated
that Hong Kong literature is under the intangible influence of the
system of mainland China. It is quite hard to bring up the good
Hong Kong writers as well as to expect its writers to endeavor and
challenge as before in the past. It is hard to deny the possibility
that Hong Kong literature will someday be reduced to one regional
branch of Chinese literature.

There were partial and temporal ups and downs in Hong Kong
literature because of the return of Hong Kong to China, but there
has been no fundamental and decisive change until now. I assume

that in the long run the indigenous character of Hong Kong
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literature will be very much in a state of flux. The return of Hong
Kong—together with the spread of internet and media culture—has
always brought and continue to bring a great deal of influence to
Hong Kong literature. In a word, Hong Kong literature will be an
individual and unique event in Chinese literature as before. Only if
Hong Kong spontaneously maintains its own system and continues
its quest for identity, then it can find a way to differentiate itself

from Chinese literature.

Key words: 1997, the Return of Hong Kong, changes, position,
China as a human-cultural network, Chinese
literature, mainland Chinese literature, Hong Kong
Literature, Taiwan literature, Overseas Chinese
literature, quest for identity, expression of alienation,
literary  activities, social environment, serious
literature, popular literature, column  writing,
recognitions, temporal ups and downs, fundamental

change
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